Introduction
'Family' is an important part of any campaign for office in the United States, and candidates for office can expect discourse surrounding the campaign and their term in office to include mention of their own family. In addition, policies affecting the family and views on the nature of family are also central to political ideology. See, for example, Lakoff (2002) and Cienki (2005) . In the campaign process, debate-type events are part of the canonical campaign landscape in the United States, forming an important part of what the voting public uses for evaluating candidates. Candidates participating in these debates make numerous references to their own families and to families in general. This study will compare conceptual metaphors associated with reference to the candidates' own family members and consider possible differences in usage related to office, political party and gender.
Previous studies of candidates' family representations in political rhetoric in the USA and elsewhere have addressed the presence of family in advertising images, general reference to family members, and testimonials by them (Fox 1997 , Jamieson 1992 , Kaid and Johnston 2001 , Zoonen 2000 . Adams (2008) analysed the type and frequency of references to candidates' family members as part of the rhetorical strategies of candidates. Among the large number of terms available to refer to family members from different generations and distinguished by blood or marriage, the candidates' strategies were found to be typically restricted to mentions of nuclear family. This study focuses on three conceptual metaphors attached to these nuclear family references. Charteris-Black (2004) argues that it is important to interpret linguistic and conceptual metaphors within the context of use. By focusing on televised debates, this project will provide a better understanding of the range of possible metaphors for persuasive and ideological ends in the context of faceto-face disputes with large audiences.
Methodology
The database for this study consists of a corpus of 104 debate forums among candidates running for all levels of political offices in the USA. Most debates were broadcast on national, statewide and local TV stations. A small number appeared on cable networks. All were intended to reach a broad audience.
1 This corpus was collected to create a more balanced view of candidates for political office and of the genre as a whole because many, if not most, studies of political debates in the USA focus only on national-level offices, in particular those for presidential and vice presidential races (for example Dailey et al. 2008 ). This emphasis on national levels is problematic if the goal is to understand the various constructions of debates by candidates of different backgrounds. Fewer women run for and are elected to the highest levels of office, and in nationwide debates, fewer inexperienced candidates or candidates from third parties are likely to get the opportunity to debate with the major party candidates. The debates in this corpus include races for local and statewide offices in addition to presidential and vice presidential races and United States House of Representatives and Senate races. Moreover, debates that included one, two or more women candidates were collected along with those with only male candidates to balance gendered perspectives. Debates with third-party candidates were also included to provide alternatives to the Democrat and Republican perspectives.
The debates represent the major regions of the United States and cover 21 of the 50 states. They include 20 presidential and vice presidential races; one of these debates is among third-party vice presidential candidates, five others also have independent and third-party candidates. One is a Republican primary and four are Democrat primaries, three of which have a female candidate, and two vice presidential races have female candidates. The 37 US Senate and House races are drawn from 18 different states. Twenty-two of the 37 debates are for races for the House of Representatives and the rest are for the Senate. Six of the races are primaries for the major parties. There are 29 races for statewide offices including treasurer, attorney general, governor, and state house and senate from 12 different states. At the local level, there are 18 debates for city councils, mayoral offices, county legislative
